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Teaching with TCI

Social studies teachers face these challenging goals:
• How to make historical knowledge and cultural understanding memorable

to students
• How to engage students in thinking critically about the issues of the past

that have shaped our world
• How to prepare students for active participation in American democracy

Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (TCI) has created a powerful learning system to
achieve these goals. This system produces student success with carefully struc-
tured, research-based lessons that are highly interactive and build critical read-
ing and thinking skills. Here are the components of this system:

Lesson Guide A two-volume Lesson Guide for each grade level provides
detailed, direct instruction for conducting the lessons and assessing student
mastery of lesson content, concepts, and skills. Each active lesson uses multi-
modal access to hook students and focus their attention on the big ideas,
through one of six strategies: Visual Discovery, Social Studies Skill Builder,
Experiential Exercise, Writing for Understanding, Response Group, or
Problem Solving Groupwork.

Reproducible Student Handouts and Information Masters in the Lesson
Guide provide information, templates, and checklists that help students com-
plete the activity. Assessment pages for each lesson progress from recall to
higher-order thinking questions, and from multiple choice to short answer to
constructed response.

Student Edition The student book features considerate text on uncluttered
pages, bringing history alive with a story well told and powerful images.

Interactive Student Notebook Students personalize this notebook as they com-
plete a Preview assignment to connect to prior knowledge, respond to the text-
book on Reading Notes pages that become a study guide, and complete a
Processing assignment in which they apply what they have learned.

Placards and Overhead Transparencies These resources provide compelling
visual information for interactive student work. The Lesson Guide explains
how they are woven into the activities.

Sounds of History CD You play tracks as directed in the Lesson Guide to
enrich activities with music, ambient sounds, and dramatic readings.

Digital Teacher Resources CD Digital versions of the Lesson Guide,
Interactive Student Notebook, and transparencies allow you to customize the
materials for your classroom.

California Standards Mastery Guide for Teachers This booklet supplies the
tools that will help you link your History Alive! program to the California
History–Social Science Standards.
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Teaching all students to master the content and skills required of them by the
California History–Social Science Standards is a key goal in the Golden State.
Each TCI lesson addresses one or more California standards. 

The content of this California Standards Mastery Guide for Teachers will help
you make explicit to students—through previews, reviews, and assessments—
how each lesson connects to the standards. 

This diagram shows how the components of a TCI program work together in a
standards-based lesson:

Teaching to the California
Standards

1 
Introduce

2 
Develop

3 
Review

4 
Evaluate
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In greater detail, here’s how to use each of the components identified in the
diagram: 

1. Introduce
Chapter Study Guide Hand out the chapter study guide from this booklet to
introduce the standards to be covered, the key terms to be learned, and the
essential questions to be answered through students’ work in the lesson. 

Preview Assignment As directed in the Lesson Guide, present the Preview
assignment. The Lesson Guide will tell you whether to project a transparency,
play a CD track, stage a brief activity, or have students answer a provocative
question in their Interactive Student Notebook. 

2. Develop 
Active Lesson Follow the step-by-step directions in the Lesson Guide to con-
duct an activity that engages students and involves them in their learning. As
needed, show transparencies, post placards, or distribute handouts.

Student Edition Refer to the Lesson Guide to see when students are expected
to read the chapter. They may be asked to do the reading before, during, or
after the activity. 

Interactive Student Notebook While reading their textbook, students take
notes in their Interactive Student Notebook, using graphic organizers that
structure and highlight connections in the material.

3. Review 
Processing Assignment Use the Lesson Guide to introduce the Processing
assignment in the Interactive Student Notebook, which requires students to
make sense of what they have learned and to respond to it creatively.

Chapter Study Guide After a lesson, use the chapter study guide for a review
of the key terms and essential questions, which offer an ideal focus for class
discussion and standards review. 

4. Evaluate 
Chapter Assessment To conclude each lesson, use the assessment pages from
the Lesson Guide.

Benchmark Exams At midyear and year’s end, use the benchmark exams in
this booklet to review and build students’ understanding as they move toward
mastery of the state standards. 
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This guide includes six tools to help you work with the California
History–Social Science Standards: correlations, a model instructional calendar,
chapter study guides, benchmark exams, a model letter to parents and
guardians, and the Student Guide to the California Standards. Using these
tools in concert with your History Alive! program will help your students 
master the standards. 

California Standards Correlations
The History Alive! middle school programs are fully articulated with the con-
tent standards and the analysis skills spelled out in the History–Social Science
Framework for California Public Schools (2001). 

As you will discover, you can teach in an active, student-centered class-
room without sacrificing standards coverage. In fact, California’s standards
underlie each History Alive! lesson and are woven throughout the student text-
book, the Interactive Student Notebook, and the Lesson Guide, as well as the
placards, transparencies, handouts, and online enrichment materials that sup-
port the powerful interactive classroom activities. 

The standards correlations in this booklet can help you be explicit with stu-
dents, administrators, and parents about where and how the standards are cov-
ered by the History Alive! program. 

Model Instructional Calendar 
You have a lot of content to cover in a year. Pacing while teaching in an
active, student-centered classroom can be challenging. Allowing students to
reach conclusions through inquiry, setting up opportunities for cooperative
learning, helping students to experience history through hands-on activities—
all these can take extra time. But these methods are also the secret to making
history memorable. 

TCI lessons vary in length, depending on chapter length and the nature of
the featured activity. Lessons may take from three to eight days of classroom
time. The suggested calendar in this booklet can help you with lesson plan-
ning. It is based on the experiences of real teachers who use the TCI program
in real classrooms. Keep in mind that History Alive! programs are complete
but flexible. Some teachers use them just as they are. Others use pieces of
activities and enhance their regular lessons with the rich resources that are a
part of this powerful learning system. 

Overview of the Tools 
in This Guide

California Standards for History–Social Science, Eighth Grade Where Standards Are Addressed

8.1 Students understand the major events preceding the founding of the nation 
and relate their significance to the development of American constitutional
democracy.

Lessons 3–6: SE 35–85; LG 36–107

1. Describe the relationship between the moral and political ideas of the Great
Awakening and the development of revolutionary fervor.

Lesson 4: SE 56, 429; ISN 24; 
CA 00

2. Analyze the philosophy of government expressed in the Declaration of
Independence, with an emphasis on government as a means of securing individ-
ual rights (e.g., key phrases such as “all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights”).

Lesson 6: SE 83, 470–472; 
ISN 38–39; LG 96; CA 00

3. Analyze how the American Revolution affected other nations, especially France. Lesson 7: SE 100; CA 00

4. Describe the nation’s blend of civic republicanism, classical liberal principles,
and English parliamentary traditions.

Lesson 4: SE 52
Lesson 8: SE 107–108; OLR Essay 5;

CA 00

8.2 Students analyze the political principles underlying the U.S. Constitution and
compare the enumerated and implied powers of the federal government. 

Lessons 8–10: SE 103–143; 
LG 124–231

1. Discuss the significance of the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, and the
Mayflower Compact. 

Lesson 3: SE 39, 428; CA 00
Lesson 4: SE 52; CA 00

2. Analyze the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution and the success of
each in implementing the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.

Lesson 8: SE 103, 106–108, 117; 
ISN 47; LG 126; CA 00

3. Evaluate the major debates that occurred during the development of the
Constitution and their ultimate resolutions in such areas as shared power among
institutions, divided state-federal power, slavery, the rights of individuals and
states (later addressed by the addition of the Bill of Rights), and the status of
American Indian nations under the commerce clause. 

Lesson 8: SE 106–116; ISN 48–51;
LG 127–130, 140–155; CA 00

Lesson 9: SE119–130; ISN 54–59;
CA 00

Lesson 10: SE 133–143; CA 00

4. Describe the political philosophy underpinning the Constitution as specified in
the Federalist Papers (authored by James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and
John Jay) and the role of such leaders as Madison, George Washington, Roger
Sherman, Gouverneur Morris, and James Wilson in the writing and ratification 
of the Constitution.

Lesson 8: SE 106–116; LG 142, 144,
147, 151, 155; CA 00

5. Understand the significance of Jefferson’s Statute for Religious Freedom as a
forerunner of the First Amendment and the origins, purpose, and differing views
of the founding fathers on the issue of the separation of church and state. 

Lesson 10: SE 135–136, 435–436;
CA 00

6. Enumerate the powers of government set forth in the Constitution and the funda-
mental liberties ensured by the Bill of Rights. 

Lesson 9: SE 120–125, 128–129; 
ISN 54–59; CA 00

Lesson 10: SE 134–143; ISN 64–71;
LG 217–219; CA 00

7. Describe the principles of federalism, dual sovereignty, separation of powers,
checks and balances, the nature and purpose of majority rule, and the ways in
which the American idea of constitutionalism preserves individual rights. 

Lesson 9: SE 120–130; ISN 54–59;
LG 193–197, 203–206; CA 00

Lesson 10: SE 134–142; CA 00
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9

Staff Development 
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Cooperative, Tolerant Classroom and U.S. Geography Review 

Chapter 5: Toward Independence (Standard 8.1)

Chapter 6: The Declaration of Independence (Standard 8.1)

Chapter 8: Creating the Constitution (Standards 8.1, 8.2, 8.7, 8.9)

Chapter 7: The American Revolution (Standard 8.1)

Finish Chapter 8

Chapter 9 (continued)

Chapter 9: The Constitution: A More Perfect Union (Standards 8.2, 8.3)

Connecting with Past Learnings: Our Cultural Heritage — Review of Chapters 1–4 
(Standard 8.1)

Connecting with Past Learnings: Our Cultural Heritage (continued)
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Chapter Study Guides 
It is important to tell students at the outset what you expect them to know and
what they should be able to do. Making students aware of your expectations at
the very beginning of a unit of instruction keeps them focused on the most
important content and skills. 

In this booklet, you will find a study guide for every chapter. Each study
guide spells out the state standards addressed by the lesson, a list of terms that
relate to the standards, essential questions related to the lesson, and a timeline
activity that helps students keep track of the significance and sequence of the
events covered in the lesson. 

Use the study guides to introduce each lesson and to review before the
chapter assessments and the benchmark exams. 

Benchmark Exams 
Teachers know that it is important to measure student progress at many points
during the academic school year. Your History Alive! program gives you sever-
al ways to find out how students are doing.
• During each lesson, students organize important information in their

Reading Notes. You can use these to informally assess understanding as the
lesson unfolds.

• At the end of a lesson, the Processing assignment pushes students to think
critically and creatively—and show what they have learned.

• After each lesson, you can give a chapter test that checks students’ compre-
hension while also tapping into their multiple intelligences. 

In addition, TCI believes it is essential for students to achieve mastery of the
state standards. Over the three middle school years, students need to both
retain what they learn and build on that knowledge in subsequent years. You
can use the benchmark exams in this booklet to help reinforce learning from
semester to semester and from year to year. Each successive benchmark exam
is cumulative, requiring that students remember content and skills they have
learned previously. The final benchmark exam in grade 8 assesses students’
knowledge of the standards for grades 6, 7, and 8. 
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Study Guide for Chapter 1

The Native Americans

Terms Locate as many of the terms as you can in your Reading or Activity
Notes and highlight them. For each term not already in your notes, define
and explain its significance on a separate sheet of paper.

migrate (p. 2)
environment (p. 3)
natural resources (p. 3)
culture (p. 3)
cultural region (p. 3)
buffalo (p. 12)

Essential Questions Consult your Reading Notes and, when necessary,
History Alive! The United States Through Industrialism. For each question
below, record notes that prepare you to answer it.

1. How did Native Americans view the environment and the land? How
was their perspective different from that of the Europeans who later
came to America? 

2. For each of the following regions, explain how the Native American
inhabitants fed, clothed, and sheltered themselves: Northwest Coast,
California, Great Basin, Plateau, Southwest, Great Plains, Eastern
Woodlands, and Southeast..

3. How might Native American settlement and living patterns have influ-
enced the formation of America as a nation? (8.1) 

4. What is history and why does it change when new information is uncov-
ered? (See Online Resources, Essay 1, What Is History?)

Timeline Label and illustrate a timeline with the events listed below. For
each event, draw a creative and appropriate symbol near its proper place on
the timeline. Write the date the event occurred and an appropriate headline
for each event.

Beginning of last Ice Age 
Crossing of land bridge by Siberians
End of Ice Age 
Beginning of early American agriculture

Standards Covered
8.1 Students understand the 
major events preceding the found-
ing of the nation and relate their
significance to the development 
of American constitutional 
democracy.
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1. How did the Great Awakening contribute to the American Revolution?
A. It spread the idea that people must work hard.
B. It spread the idea that all people are equal before God. 
C. It encouraged people to spend more time reading.
D. It encouraged people to take up arms against others.

2. What was the Declaration of Independence written to explain? 
A. why the colonists thought “taxation without representation” was unfair
B. what Britain needed to do to win back the loyalty of the colonists
C. why it was time for the colonies to separate from Great Britain
D. what other nations could do to help the colonies win their freedom

3. What English lawmaking body, established in 1265, was similar to the
United States Congress? 
A. Parliament
B. Magna Carta
C. Electoral College
D. Supreme Court

4. Which country’s people followed the example of the American colonists,
rebelling against their king in 1789? 
A. France
B. Britain
C. Holland
D. Spain

5. What did the English Bill of Rights provide? 
A. It guaranteed religious freedom to English citizens.
B. It gave English citizens the right to refuse to pay taxes.
C. It gave English citizens representation in their government.
D. It guaranteed equal rights for English men and women.

6. Which of the following did the Articles of Confederation emphasize? 
A. giving the federal government the power to tax
B. giving the president the power to declare war
C. placing strict limits on the federal government’s power 
D. placing strict limits on citizens’ travel between the states

Grade 8 Benchmark Exam 1

The United States Through Industrialism

Chapters 4–17 
with review of 
grades 6 and 7
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Letter to Parents and Guardians  
Involving families in your curriculum is essential to student success. Because
middle school teachers are charged with covering sensitive and sometimes
controversial topics—such as world religions and the separation of church and
state—it is especially important to communicate clearly and professionally
with parents and guardians.  

The sample letter in this booklet covers important points that parents need
to be aware of:  the importance of state standards, the pedagogical methods
you plan to use with the History Alive! curriculum, your approach to teaching
about controversial issues and religious topics, and tips on providing support
at home. Feel free to use this letter as is and pass it out at Back to School
Night. Or, use it as a model to write your own.

Student Guide to the California Standards  
Students must know what they are expected to learn. To this end, teachers are
asked to post the California History–Social Science Standards in their class-
rooms. But for many middle school students, the language of the standards is
sometimes too complicated. The Student Guide to the California Standards
offers a modified version in a handy, student-friendly reference tool. 

The Student Guide to the California Standards can be used in a variety of
ways. Hand it out to students at the beginning of the year. If you reproduce the
fold-up version on sturdy stock, students can use it as a bookmark in their
textbook. Duplicate the simpler two-page version of the guide for students to
place in the front of their notebook. Encourage students to use the guide as a
review tool at the end of a chapter or before any major assessment. In addi-
tion, you can distribute this item to parents as a quick and easy way to show
them what students are learning. 
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Dear Parents and Guardians,

This year will be an exciting one for the students in my classes. They will be learning key
historical concepts in a highly engaging way.

Our school is using History Alive!, a program that truly engages students in learning. Your
student will be an active participant instead of a passive observer, experiencing history
through innovative teaching practices that include dramatic role playing, creative simula-
tions, dynamic group projects, and writing from a historical perspective.  

Curious about what your child will be learning this year? California’s History–Social
Science Standards form the backbone for the course. You’ll find them in the back of your
child’s History Alive! textbook. I have also attached a copy of the Student Guide to the
California Standards, a simplified version of the standards that serves as a quick, easy-to-
use reference. The standards for grade 8 cover the history of the United States through
industrialism:  the founding of our nation, the growth of American democracy, the Civil
War that divided us, the diverse cultures that have enriched our society, the transformation
of the United States into an industrial nation.

As you can see by scanning the standards, eighth grade students learn about a number of
sensitive and controversial topics, including difficult constitutional issues. The History
Alive! materials were designed to deal with these topics objectively, respectfully, and in
accordance with state guidelines.   

Here are some tips on supporting your child’s academic progress in this class.
• Discuss history and current events with your child, and listen to what your child has 

to say. 
• Ask to see the Interactive Student Notebook on a regular basis, so you can see for 

yourself what your child is learning. 
• Provide a quiet study place, free from distractions. 
• Finally, extend learning beyond the walls of the classroom by taking your child to his-

torical sites or museums. Point out that history is all around us, that it shapes the present
and the future, and that every one of us can play an active and positive role in it. 

I want to thank you in advance for your support. I am looking forward to an exciting,
enjoyable, and enriching year working with you and your child.  

Sincerely,

Your child’s teacher
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8.10 The Civil War
Analyze the causes, key events, and consequences of
the Civil War. 
• Conflict between states’ rights and strong federal

authority
• North and the South: different landscapes,

economies, political ideas
• Significance of Doctrine of Nullification in origins

of secession 
• Relationship of Lincoln’s ideas to Declaration of

Independence
• Civil War leaders and soldiers 
• Civil War’s key events, advantages and 

disadvantages on each side
• Effects of the Civil War 

8.11 The Reconstruction Era 
Analyze the characteristics and consequences of
Reconstruction. 
• Aims of Reconstruction and its effects in different

regions 
• Migration of former slaves to the North and West
• Effects of the Freedmen’s Bureau and beginnings

of racial segregation
• Rise of the Ku Klux Klan
• Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments

8.12 The Industrial Revolution 
Analyze the impact of industrialization.
• Patterns of change in farming and industry 
• Forces shaping Federal Indian Policy, leading to

Plains Wars
• Government support for business
• Role of big business in politics, commerce, and

industry
• Patterns and consequences of immigration, 

urbanization, and industrialization
• Reasons for birth of labor movement
• Effects of new immigration and cultural diversity 
• Granger and Populist reform ideas 
• Significant inventors and inventions

Student Guide to the Grade 8
California Standards

This guide explains the California History–Social
Science Standards for Grade 8. Think of standards 
as your learning targets. Listed below each standard
are the key events and ideas for you to understand. 

As you begin a unit of instruction, look at the stan-
dards to see what your learning targets are. Before a
test, review this guide as an outline of what you will
be expected to know. Keeping the learning targets in
mind will help you focus on the most important infor-
mation. 

8.1 Colonial and Revolutionary Periods 
Understand the events that led to the founding of the
nation and the development of American democracy. 
• Influence of the religious Great Awakening on the

Revolution
• Ideas about government and key phrases in the

Declaration of Independence
• Influence of the American Revolution on other

countries
• Meaning of civic republicanism, classical liberal

principles, and English parliamentary traditions

8.2 The Constitution 
Analyze the political ideas and governmental powers
outlined in the Constitution. 
• Influence of the Magna Carta, English Bill of

Rights, and Mayflower Compact
• Ideals of the Declaration of Independence in the

Articles of Confederation and the Constitution 
• Major debates in writing the Constitution and their

outcomes

Fold along the dotten line
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